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in Cape Colony. People began to doubt if our brave and
sporting officers really knew their trade, and the well-known
remark attributed to the Duke of Wellington was parodied by
some one who said that 'the battle of Colenso was lost on the
playing fields of Eton'.

The turn of the tide. From this point onwards the British
government and public woke up. Lord Roberts was sent out as
Commander-in-chief, with Kitchener as his chief of staff, and
large reinforcements. In February 1900 Kimberley was relieved
by a cavalry force under Sir John French, and a few days later
Cronje, the victor of Magersfontein, was defeated by Kitchener
and compelled to surrender with 5,000 men at Paardeberg.
Buller on the same day relieved Ladysmith, where the garrison
and inhabitants had endured severe privations. In May the
small and isolated post of Mafeking, skilfully defended by Baden-
Powell, afterwards the founder of the Boy Scouts, was relieved
by Colonel Plumer, afterwards one of the best of our generals
on the western front in the first great war. In June Roberts
occupied Pretoria and Kruger fled to Europe, where he was
welcomed on landing with great enthusiasm by the French
population of Marseilles, but failed to get any support from the
French or German governments.

The khaki election. It looked as though the war was over, and
the government decided to dissolve parliament a year before its
normal life was ended, and appeal to the country.1 The Liberal
party was hopelessly divided, some having supported the war
and others having opposed it, and the "khaki election', as it was
called, gave the Conservatives a renewed majority of 130 over
Liberals and Irish Nationalists combined. This was one of the
few occasions between the first Reform Bill and the first great
war (1832-1914) when an election gave a government a second
innings, 'following on' as it were.

The death of the Queen. In the first month of the new year
and the new century (January 1901) Queen Victoria died at the

1 Though by law a parliament could last seven years (Septennial Act,
I7i6)> the customary limit was six years. In special circumstances, e.g.
the defeat of the government, a parliament can be dissolved any time.
The previous pages of this book illustrate both the six years* limit and
occasions of earlier dissolutions of parliament, e.g. 1886 and 1895*